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PAGE 01 GENEVA 03375 031735Z 

ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO INR-10 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 PA-02 SIL-01 USIA-15 BIB-01 OC-06 CCO-OO 
FCC-02 OTPE-OO /064W 

105942 041209Z/23 

R 031616Z MAR 78 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6739 

UNCLAS GENEVA 03375 

E.O.l 1652:N/A 
TAGS: ITU, ETEL, SZ 

SUBJECT: ITU: USITA PROPOSAL FOR USITA/ITU CO-SPONSORSHIP 
OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXHIBIT IN U.S. IN 1981 

REF: STATE 054345 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS RAISED REFTEL, MISSION 
VIEWS AND OBSERVATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 

A. NO APPROACH BY USITA HAS AS YET BEEN MADE TO 
OR VIA THIS MISSION; USITA DID DISCUSS POSSIBLE 1981 
EXHIBIT IN VAGUE TERMS WITH WERNER WOLTER WHEN HE WAS 
GUEST SPEAKER AT USITA CONVENTION IN LAS VEGAS IN 

LATE 1977; 

B. WE BELIEVE PROPOSAL AS PRESENTED TO ITU SHOULD 
INVOLVE ITU'S ACTING AS "PATRON" OF EXHIBIT RATHER THAN 
AS "CO-SPONSOR” SINCE CO-SPONSORSHIP MIGHT BE 
CONSTRUED BY SOME AS ITU HAVING SOME DEGREE OF FINANCIAL 
OR OTHER RESPONSIBILITY FOR EXHIBIT, WHICH, AS INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION, IT CANNOT ASSUME; 

C. ANY INVITATION TO COOPERATE WITH USITA ON THIS 
EXHIBIT SHOULD SPECIFY THAT WHILE USITA IS SPONSORING, 
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EXHIBITORS AND PARTICIPANTS WILL NOT BE LIMITED 
EXCLUSIVELY TO USITA MEMBERSHIP, BUT OPEN TO ALL 
POTENTIAL U.S. EXHIBITORS. SINCE USITA REPRESENTS ONLY 
PORTION OF U.S. TELECOMS INDUSTRY, WE BELIEVE ITU WOULD 
BE SKITTISH ABOUT BEING ASSOCIATED WITH EXHIBIT WHICH 
MIGHT APPEAR TO BE GIVING PREFERENCE TO SOME U.S. 

ORGANIZATIONS OVER OTHERS; 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


D. WE BELIEVE PROPOSAL WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH 
OPINION 3 OF CONVENTION PROVIDED THAT INITIAL INVITATION 
TO ITU TO ACT AS PATRON COMES FROM USG AGENCY I.E. 

STATE DEPARTMENT OR DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. IF LETTER 
OF INVITATION COMES FROM COMMERCE, IT SHOULD BE 
FORWARDED WITH COVERING LETTER BY STATE, SINCE FOR 
OFFICIAL CONTACTS WITH USG, ITU REGARDS STATE DEPARTMENT 
AS "U.S. ADMINISTRATION". 

E. MISSION HAS NO OBJECTIONS TO USITA CONTACTING 
WOLTER DIRECTLY ON THIS MATTER. PROVIDED THEY AGREE TO 
KEEP DEPARTMENT INFORMED OF ALL DEVELOPMENTS. 

2. PLEASE ADVISE OF ANY FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS ON THIS 
MATTER. SORENSON 
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